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The Bishops of the United States reminded us:

The same Jesus who heard the cry for recognition from the people with disabilities of Judea and
Samaria 2,000 years ago calls us, His followers, to embrace cur responsibility to our own
disabled brothers and sisters in the United States. . . .We call upon people of good will to
reexamine their attitudes toward their brothers and sisters with disabilities and promote their well-
being, acting with the sense of justice and the compassion that the Lord so clearly desires.
Further, realizing the unique gifts individuals with disabilities have to offer the Church, we wish to
address the need for their integration into the Christian community and their fuller participation in
its life. (On People with Disabilities, 1978, 1989)

At the same time, the Bishops reaffirmed their pastoral concern for persons with disabilities. Observing that the
parish is the primary door by which most persons with disabilities enter the Christian community, they empha-
sized, “It is the responsibility of the pastor and lay leaders to make sure that this door is always open.” (On
People With Disabilities)

In July of 1990, President George Bush signed the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The law was prompted
by lack of accessibility, specifically in the areas of transportation, job opportunities, facilities and communication.

In 1991, the U.S. Bishops noted, “Families with disabled children need and deserve extra support and encourage-
ment ... from their church.” They observe that parents with disabilities face discrimination, isolation and segrega-
tion at work and in society. Finally, the Bishops call for all Americans to “work together to see the (ADA) fully and
properly implemented to benefit children and adults with disabling conditions. " (Putting Children and Families First)

In light of the Gospel and the pastoral position of the Church in regard.to persons with disabilities we, the Bishops
of the State of Wisconsin, recognize the rights of all people including those with disabilities. We embrace this law
as a guide and, where appropriate, strive to implement it and do even more than the law requires.

We invite the institutions of the church: parishes, schools, nursing homes, hospitals, and any other groups
organized in the name of the church, to examine, with the help of persons with disabilities, their facilities,
programs, policies, ministries, and practices and to make those adaptations which will provide accessibility for all
people when this is readily achievable. We want to do all that is possible in order that no person be denied the
opportunity to worship, to minister, to receive or give religious education, to be employed in those diocesan and
parish positions for which they qualify, or to participate in all aspects of parish and diocesan life.

To assist in the implementation of this vision, a video entitled The Spirit of Inclusion and a set of Pastoral
Implementation Guidelines are available. Staff members of each diocese are ready to assist you as your
consultants regarding accessibility issues.

May the Lord of Kindness enrich our domestic Churches and the entire family of humankind with peace and love.

Archbishop Rembert G. Weakland, Archdiocese of Milwaukee
Bishop Robert J. Banks, Diocese of Green Bay

Bishop John J. Paul, Diocese of La Crosse

Bishop George O. Wirz, Diocese of Madison

Bishop Raphael M. Fliss, Diocese of Superior
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