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Celebrating Catholic Schools, Parental Rights, and School Choice
By David Earleywine, Associate Director for Education and Religious Liberty

Wisconsin’s bishops have long supported school choice based on the principles of Catholic
social teaching. The Catechism of the Catholic Church addresses parents' fundamental rights, as
the primary educators of their children, to “choose a school for them which corresponds to their
own convictions” (CCC 2229). Although parents are the primary educators, they are not the only
educators of their children (CCC 1653). Parents exercise their educational responsibility “in
close and vigilant cooperation with civil and ecclesial agencies” (Compendium of the Social
Doctrine of the Church 240). At the same time, “public authorities have the duty of guaranteeing
this parental right and of ensuring the concrete conditions for its exercise” (CCC 2229).

After decades of advocacy with state legislative and executive leaders, Catholics can be proud
that Wisconsin has partially recognized this parental right through its four state-funded school
choice education programs: the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP), Racine Parental
Choice Program (RPCP), Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP), and Special Needs
Scholarship Program (SNSP).

All four choice programs also promote a preferential option for the poor, a key pillar of Catholic
social teaching. Only families with an income less than 300 percent of the federal poverty level
($93,600 for a family of four) are eligible for the Racine and Milwaukee programs, while the
statewide program accepts families with an income less than 220 percent of the poverty level
($68,640 for a family of four). Regardless of income, anyone with a disability is eligible for the
SNSP. All these programs give students in greatest need the opportunity to attend schools they
may not otherwise be able to afford.

Recently, there have been additional strides in promoting school choice and supporting families.
Last session, Wisconsin made its largest investment in the Choice programs since their inception.
Additionally, starting in the 2026-2027 school year, the WPCP will be open to even more
students because the current statutory participation limits of 10 percent of a school district’s
population will expire. In other words, there will no longer be a limit to the number of students
who can participate in the WPCP.

Furthermore, at the federal level, a new federal tax-credit scholarship program has been created.
Through this program, an individual can donate to a scholarship-granting organization (SGO)

and receive a dollar for dollar tax credit of up to $1,700. The SGO then provides scholarships to
students for qualifying educational expenses, including tuition, tutoring, curriculum, educational
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supplies and technology, transportation, and more. Any K-12 student, whether at a public,
private, charter, or home school, from a household earning less than 300% of the area median
income is eligible to receive a scholarship.

However, SGOs can only provide these charitable scholarships in Wisconsin if the Governor
chooses to opt-in to this program. The Wisconsin Catholic Conference strongly supports this
program and urges Governor Evers to opt-in for the good of all Wisconsin students.

Across the state, Catholic and non-Catholic parents entrust over 50,000 students to Wisconsin’s
275+ Catholic schools. This expansion of the parental choice programs and the federal tax-credit
scholarship program will help Catholic schools and Catholic families better support and educate
the next generation.

January 25 through January 31 this year is Catholic Schools Week in the State of Wisconsin.
Governor Evers issued a proclamation recognizing that Catholic schools “offer religious-based
education to tens of thousands of students annually, providing a learning environment that
emphasizes the formation of Catholic values and a commitment to community service.”

So, as we celebrate Catholic Schools Week, let us express our gratitude to the numerous
teachers, staff, administrators, and benefactors who help provide this education for our students.
Let us also thank the lawmakers and leaders who have helped give all students across the state an
opportunity to pursue an education that will help them thrive.

Quality education is the surest path to full participation in the social, economic, and political life
of our nation. Increasing opportunities for students to succeed, whether in public, private, or
home school, is our responsibility to the next generation. Let us continue to find ways to work
together to make sure Wisconsin children receive the best possible formation for the future.
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The Wisconsin Catholic Conference (WCC) is the public policy voice of the Bishops of
Wisconsin and also exists to bring the Church’s social teachings to parishes. To schedule a
speaker, sign up for updates, or for more information about the WCC’s advocacy efforts, visit
our website at www.wisconsincatholic.org.
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